
1258 Sept. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

ought to ask the question, ‘‘What are the re-
sults?’’ If we spend money at the Federal
level trying to teach children, we ought to
say, ‘‘Can they learn?’’ And so part of the
reform is that we are going to insist upon
strong accountability measures.

It says that States will measure because
we want to know. We want to know whether
or not children can read or write and add
and subtract. That’s what we want to know.
That’s a fundamental question we ought to
be asking all across America. You in Wis-
consin need to be demanding a return for
your taxpayers’ money. You ought to be ask-
ing the schools whether or not they’re teach-
ing the children to read. You ought to be
demanding they use a curriculum based
upon phonics, so that children can learn.

We got a good bill out of the House; we
got a good bill out of the Senate. And I hope
when the Members come back tomorrow,
they don’t play politics with an education bill,
and they get it on my desk so I can sign it
so the local folks can start planning for the
school year coming up.

Good tax policy is important for our coun-
try, good energy policy, good education pol-
icy. We need to teach children more than
just reading and writing and adding and sub-
tracting. We need to teach them the right
values. We need to not be afraid. We need
to teach them right from wrong.

One of the reasons I love coming to a
Labor Day rally is because so many of you
brought your families. And let me tell you,
one of the great values of America is our fam-
ily, family life.

I think that one of my most important jobs
is to remind the moms and dads of America
that the most important job, if you happen
to be a—well, since you are a mom or a dad,
one of the most important jobs you’ll ever
have is loving your children with all your
heart and all your soul. That that is the most
important way you can make a contribution
to our country, is to tell your children you
love them and not be afraid to teach them
the difference between right and wrong.

I talked about the strength of the country
being the willingness of our folks to work
hard. But there’s another strength, too, and
that’s in the hearts and souls of Americans.
We’re a compassionate nation based upon

fantastic values, a nation that’s strong be-
cause our people are strong, a nation that’s
decent because our people are decent, a na-
tion that’s compassionate because we’ve got
folks who will walk right across the street and
say to a neighbor in need, ‘‘What can I do
to help?’’ It doesn’t matter whether you have
a union card or not a union card; you love
your neighbor just like you’d like to be loved
yourself, because there’s a higher calling
amongst many in America.

Now, on this Labor Day, we’ve got to re-
member the values not only of hard work
but tried and true values of honoring your
mother and dad and telling the truth, bring-
ing integrity to whatever you do, and loving
a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved
yourself.

This is a great land, and I’m honored to
be the President of the greatest land on the
face of the Earth. I’m honored to be here
in Wisconsin. Laura and I want to thank you
from the bottom of our hearts for your pray-
ers and your support. Thank you for coming
out today to say hello. May God bless the
American worker, and may God bless Amer-
ica.

Thank you very much. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:42 a.m. in the
Hands-On Shop at the Northern Wisconsin Re-
gional Council of Carpenters Training Center. In
his remarks, he referred to Douglas J. McCarron,
general president, United Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners; James Moore, executive sec-
retary-treasurer, Northern Wisconsin Regional
Council of Carpenters, and his wife, Jeanne; the
President’s mother, Barbara Bush; and Gov. Scott
McCallum of Wisconsin.

Remarks on Departure From
Green Bay, Wisconsin
September 3, 2001

Happy Labor Day. Thank you all for com-
ing out to say hello. Every time I’ve come
to Wisconsin, I’ve been greeted by the
friendliest folks that I’ve ever met. I’m so
honored that you would take time out of your
Labor Day celebrations to come and say
hello to Laura and me. I look forward to say-
ing hello to you after I give you a couple
of remarks.
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First, let me say something about your
Governor. I appreciate so very much his hos-
pitality. I know you appreciate his leadership.
You’ve got a good one as Governor of Wis-
consin, and make sure you send him back
here in 2 years’ time. And like me, he mar-
ried well. [Laughter] We’re honored to be
here with the First Lady of Wisconsin.

And of course, I’m honored to be traveling
with the First Lady of the United States. I’m
really proud of the job that Laura is doing.
She’s spending a lot of time heralding literacy
all across America. And she’s also working
on making sure we convince folks to spend
time in the classroom. We need more teach-
ers in America. We need to herald those who
teach. We need to welcome new folks into
the classrooms all across the country. And
Laura’s doing a great job of promoting the
noble profession of teaching.

I’m also here with your fantastic United
States Congressmen. I can’t tell you what a
great job Mark Green is doing on behalf—
[applause]. We’re also traveling today with
Congressman Tom Petri, who is right south
of here. I appreciate you reducing your im-
migration standards and letting him in.
[Laughter]

I put together a fabulous Cabinet. A Presi-
dent can’t do the job alone; it requires put-
ting together a good team. And I brought
one of my Cabinet officials with me. After
all, today we’re celebrating Labor Day, and
so the Secretary of Labor, Elaine Chao, is
traveling with me. Please welcome Elaine
Chao. [Applause]

By the way, my Cabinet has got a good
man from Wisconsin in it. Your former Gov-
ernor is doing a fabulous job, and that’s
Tommy Thompson.

Today is Labor Day. We had the honor
of going down the road to meet with some
carpenters and joiners, to thank them for
their hard work, to remind our fellow Ameri-
cans that the strength of our country is the
fact that we’ve got hard-working people all
across our land, people who aren’t afraid of
labor, people who work hard to enhance their
communities.

Traveling with me today is a good, solid
leader. He’s the president of the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, a
man named Doug McCarron. I’m proud to

call him friend; the Carpenters are proud to
call him boss; and he’s a good American.
Doug, thank you for coming.

I hope Coach Sherman noticed what kind
of jacket I was wearing. A while ago, I had
the honor of meeting Coach Sherman and
members of the mighty Green Bay Packer
team as they were working out at the sta-
dium. He asked me if I was old enough to
remember the Ice Bowl. I told him, ‘‘Just
barely.’’ [Laughter]

But Coach, I can’t thank you enough for
being here, and I want to thank Bob Harlan,
as well. I wish you all the best this season.
You’ve got a good man as the head coach
of the Green Bay Packers.

And I want to thank the Bishop for being
here as well. I’m so honored you’re here, sir.
Thank you very much for coming. And I want
to thank my fellow Americans for giving me
the opportunity to serve as President of the
greatest nation on the face of the Earth.

We’ve been there 8 months. It has been
a fantastic 8 months to represent our country.
And I believe we’re making a difference. I
told the American people, if you gave me
a chance to be President, I would work hard
to get some things accomplished. I would
work hard to try to change the tone in Wash-
ington, DC, to get rid of all the bitterness
and all the ugliness and finger-pointing and
name-calling. I felt that it wasn’t serving our
Nation well, that people would rather tear
each other down than lift our Nation up.

And so I believe we’re making progress
on changing the tone in Washington, DC.
It’s going to require a lot of work. Old habits
are hard to break. But one way to do it is
to focus on getting things done. It’s to say
to the people up there in Washington, ‘‘Let’s
get some things done on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.’’ And I’m proud to report we’re
making progress.

I had the honor of signing the first major
tax relief in a generation. When I came to
Wisconsin all those times during the cam-
paign, I said, ‘‘Give me a chance, and I’ll
take your message of tax relief to Wash-
ington, DC.’’ And guess what? It worked.
They heard your voice. Mark Green didn’t
require much convincing. Evidently some of
the Members of the Senate didn’t hear too
well. [Laughter]
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But nevertheless, we did the right thing.
Tax relief was the right thing for our country.
Our economy is not clicking on all cylinders.
As some of you all know, for the past 12
months our economic growth has been ane-
mic at best. We haven’t achieved the kind
of growth levels necessary to keep our folks
working. There’s people in Wisconsin who
hurt because they laid off their—they’ve
been laid off their job. There are families
who are hurting, and I understood that was
taking place.

And one thing the Federal Government
can do is to stimulate the economy, and we
believe the best stimulus package is to give
people their own money back. So tax relief
was important for economic growth and eco-
nomic vitality.

But it’s also an important philosophical
statement. You see, we said loud and clear
that once the Federal Government meets its
needs, we ought to trust the people with their
own money. It’s a fundamental question of,
who do you trust? Do you trust the Govern-
ment, or do you trust the people with their
own money? I’d rather have the Wisconsin
families—[applause].

So those checks are hitting home. I saw
a sign coming in that said, ‘‘Mr. President,
thanks for the $600.’’ I felt like stopping the
limo—[laughter]—and giving her a big hug,
but reminding her, it wasn’t the Govern-
ment’s money to begin with. It’s not the Gov-
ernment’s money. It’s your money.

I’m proud of the tax relief package. It’s
going to make sense for our economy. It says
loud and clear, we trust you with your own
money. And by the way, there’s a good fea-
ture in the tax relief plan that makes a lot
of sense for Wisconsin farmers, and that is
we’re finally getting rid of the death tax, so
people can pass their farm from one genera-
tion to the next without getting taxed twice.‘

We have been working hard to fulfill an-
other promise, and that’s the promise of mak-
ing sure every child in America gets a good
education. A domestic priority of mine is to
make sure every child—I mean every child—
learns to read. I fully understand a literate
child is one more likely to be able to learn.
And yet, we’ve got to admit there’s too many
children that can’t read in America.

Now, lest you think I forgot where I came
from, inherent in the education bill that I
proposed is this solid principle: I trust local
people to run their schools. I would rather
the people of Green Bay, Wisconsin, make
the decisions on the public education than
people in Washington, DC. So we passed leg-
islation that has bills—has power coming out
of Washington to empower local people to
run the schools.

But inherent also in the education bill, as
passed the House and passed the Senate—
not only says we’re going to spend more
money, we’re going to spend it more wisely.
And in return for more money, we’re going
to ask the question, can our children read
and write and add and subtract? We expect
there to be accountability because by meas-
uring, we will know. By measuring, we will
make sure we correct problems early, before
it’s too late. By measuring, we will make sure
that no child gets simply shuffled through
the system.

And so we’ve got a plan that makes sense.
And I call upon the House, and I call upon
the Senate conferees to get together and get
that education bill on my desk so I can sign
it, so that public education fulfills its hope
and promise for every child in America.

Dick Cheney and I made this promise.
And by the way, he’s doing just fine. I
couldn’t have picked a better man as Vice
President of the United States than Dick
Cheney.

We say this: We say we’ll have a foreign
policy that’s clear-eyed and steady and real-
istic. And good foreign policy starts with
making sure our military is well funded and
that there’s high morale amongst those who
wear the uniform. And we’re making good
on that promise.

It starts with making sure our troops get
paid well and are housed better. Morale be-
gins with the understanding that those who
wear the uniform deserve the utmost respect
and the utmost help by their Federal Gov-
ernment. I signed an appropriations bill that
does just that.

I also requested the highest increase in de-
fense spending since Ronald Reagan was the
President. A strong defense means we’ll have
a more peaceful world.
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And I call upon the appropriators in Wash-
ington, DC, to let the country know the level
of defense appropriations and the level of
education appropriations early in the process,
rather than late. These are national priorities,
and they ought to be priorities of our appro-
priators in the Halls of Congress, as well.

And finally, we’re making good progress—
I want to thank Congressman Green for his
work—on what I call a faith-based initiative.
It’s an initiative that recognizes there are still
people who hurt in America. There are peo-
ple who suffer. There are people who are
trapped in addiction, in neighborhoods with-
out hope. And yet, this Nation doesn’t be-
lieve in leaving people behind. And so I pro-
posed to the United States Congress that we
capture the true strength of the country, and
the strength of the country lies in the hearts
and souls of our citizens. We are a compas-
sionate nation because we are a compas-
sionate people. And there are faith-based
programs and community-based programs all
across our country that ask the question,
‘‘What can I do to make my neighborhood
a better place? What can I do to love a child
who needs love? What can I do to help a
citizen who needs help?’’

And the Federal Government ought not
to fear faith-based programs. We ought to
welcome faith-based programs. We ought
not to discriminate against those programs
based upon a universal call to love a neighbor
just like we’d like to be loved ourselves.

We passed a good bill out of the House.
I call upon the United States Senate to get
the faith-based initiative moving, to make
sure that no person in America is left out
of the great American experience.

No, we’re making good progress, I believe,
in Washington, DC. It’s because I’m listening
to the people. I understand the strength of
the country lies not in the halls of our Gov-
ernment but lies in the hearts and souls of
our people all across America. And that’s why
it’s such a huge honor to be your President.
It’s an honor to be a President of a nation
that’s been blessed by great values and
blessed with wonderful people.

Laura and I love the challenge. We respect
the process, but we also understand we have
responsibilities. And the responsibilities in-
herent in our job are to call upon the best

of every American, and that begins by mak-
ing sure that we set the right example for
young and old alike. It’s a challenge I accept.
It’s a challenge I welcome. And it’s a chal-
lenge that—I am bolstered because of the
prayers and thoughts of people such as your-
selves.

Thank you all for coming. May God bless
you, and may God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. at Austin
Straubel International Airport. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Scott McCallum of Wisconsin,
and his wife, Laurie; Mike Sherman, head coach,
and Bob Harlan, president and chief executive of-
ficer, Green Bay Packers; and the Most Reverend
Robert J. Banks, Bishop of Green Bay.

Remarks at a Teamsters Barbecue in
Detroit, Michigan
September 3, 2001

The President. Thank you, all. Larry
Brennan said there hadn’t been a President
come to a Teamster rally in 50 years—only
he’s been long enough to know if that’s 50
years. [Laughter] I appreciate it.

Listen, I want to thank you all very much.
First of all, thank you for your hospitality,
and thank you for being so nice to my wife.
Yes, I brought my wife. You think I travel
without her, you’re crazy. [Laughter] Best
decision I ever made was to ask Laura to
marry me. There’s a lot of folks wondering
whether the best decision she ever made was
to say yes. [Laughter]

But we are honored to be here on Labor
Day to celebrate the American worker. And
it’s a good place to be, right here in Michi-
gan, where people work hard, with the
Teamsters, who made an historical record of
setting the example of how to work hard.

I want to thank the working families who
are here to greet us, and I want to thank
the working families all across America, who
make our Nation unique and different. I
mean, we’re different because our folks
aren’t afraid of hard work, and they know
what it means to support family, and they
know what it means to make their commu-
nities better.

So thanks for having us and giving us a
chance to celebrate. I appreciate the officials


